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On the Concept and Category Construction of the Literary

Narratives of the Contemporary Rural China

Yao Xiaolei

Abstract: Although the concept of the literary narratives of the rural China is favored by the academic circle, it has not

been seriously defined yet. This paper holds that the popularity of this concept in the current research is owing to its integra-

tion of the two elements of value, that is, "rusticity" and "China", and it can better meet the needs of people to examine the

text types which presents the social and cultural problems in the modern transformation of Chinese society since the 20th

century. Based on this, we should keep an open mind to this concept and make full use of the multifaceted meaning spaces

that can be developed by the two elements of value. This concept should include not only the narrative of rural in the sense

of the countryside and farmers, but also the narrative of China in the sense of agricultural civilization.

Key words : literary narratives of the rural China; concept; category; construction
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