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A Study on the Foreground Complex Sentences in Expository

Texts Based on Discourse Grammar
Liu Yun Chu Xiaojing

Abstract: From the perspective of discourse grammar, this paper focuses on the foreground complex sentences in ex-
pository texts. Three issues are discussed: 1)the salience degree of the expository text; 2)the "foreground—background" of a
text and the use of complex sentences; and 3)the foreground complex sentences in expository texts of objects and of reasons.
Based on the analysis of salience degree, this paper distinguishes the foreground and background of the expository text, in-
vestigates the influence of "foreground—background" on the use of complex sentences, and analyzes the similarities and dif-
ferences in the foreground complex sentences between expository texts of objects and of reasons with relevant indicators.

Key words: discourse grammar; expository texts; foreground; complex sentences
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