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The Constitutional Evolution of American Public Interest litigation and

Its Reference to China
Liang Hongfei

Abstract : American public interest litigation has originated under the background of administrative expansion.
It has experienced a series of evolution from rising of judicial activism, combination with politics to emergence of pri-
vate attorney general. American public interest litigation has several realistic meanings, such as binding of metaconsti-
tution logic, balance of constitutional right system, and promotion of constitutional value. However, American public
interest litigation which has expedient characteristic in the first place is constructed by judicial system alone, so it can-
not be? built into? structure of constitution. Finally, American public interest litigation gets into constitutional dead-
lock. With regard to the lessons drawn from America, we shall not confer standing to citizen liberally, but rather ought
to take legal supervision serious and lay stress on implementation of constitution.