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Study on the Animal Remains of the Yangshao

Culture at the Baligang Site in Dengzhou, Henan

Wang Hua  Zhang Chi

Abstract: The 11 excavations at the Baligang site in Dengzhou City, Henan Province have unearthed abundant
animal skeletal remains, especially the large number of pig mandibles concentrated in the burials and sacrificial pits,
which provide an opportunity for in—depth research on the domestic pig breeding and sacrificial animals of the Yang-
shao period. Studies show that domestic pig rearing played an important role in animal production in Baligang, while
people also hunt wild animals such as river deer and sika deer to supplement their meat resources. The abundant wild-
life species unearthed at the Baligang site indicate that the site was surrounded by extensive waters, wetlands, and
woods. The concentration of burials and sacrificial pits with a large number of pig mandibles shows the important role
of pigs in burial rituals. Zooarchaeological studies have shown that there was a tendency to select mandibles of adult
and old pigs in burials and sacrificial pits, with no preference in terms of gender. The small number of individuals
with male characteristics in the group presumably suggests that castration of animals might have existed at that time.
Cut marks were found on pig mandibles, and most of them were heavily weathered, suggesting that these bones were
mostly collected after the daily consumption of meat resources by the people and used for regular funeral ceremonies.
Combined with ethnographic materials, it is speculated that these pig mandibles may have had certain symbolic mean-
ing in people’s daily life or funerals before they were buried in tombs and sacrificial pits as “ceremonial objects” of

joint secondary burials, which were important in uniting communities.
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