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From Chingho to Lucun:

A Re—examination on the Tradition of Community Studies in Yenching Sociology
Hou Jundan

Abstract: This paper studies “community studies” in the academic ecological system of Yenching sociology, and
analyzes the differences in the overall understanding of the concept of “community” between Yenching sociologists
Cato Young and Wu Wenzao in around 1935. It reveals that Yenching sociology theory has its own internal development
on how to understand Chinese society, which is reflected in the foundation of American Rural Sociology in the early
20th century. The community taxonomy under the historical view of the evolution of the Christian society is trans-
formed into comparative sociology based on the functionalism anthropology. In this process, the theory of social entity
has been sublated, and it has moved towards the elimination of historical and local community comparative research.
This methodological tendency has not been consciously reflected in Fei Xiaotong’s research on three villages in Yunnan,
but has been reviewed in Zhao Chengxin’s Pingjiao village survey almost at the same time. Zhao’s experimental
introduction of the Chicago School’s life history research method brings the historical perspective back to the community
research field of Yenching sociology.

Key words: Yenching School; community studies; social evolutionism; functionalism anthropology
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