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Algorithm Accountability in Platform Regulation
Zhang Linghan

Abstract : The platform increasingly operates automatically as algorithms playing more important role. However,
it leads to blurriness of platform’s subjective fault. As a result, legal responsibility setting of platform does not con-
formed to the principle of proportionality. The governance of platform should be consistent with both the underlying
technical logic of the platform and the legal principle of subjective and objective consistency. Therefore, the "techni-
cal veil" of the operation of the network platform should be penetrated, and the tentacles of platform supervision and
the perspective of recourse should be directed to the algorithmic responsibility behind. The subjective fault of the plat-
form algorithm design and deployment should be taken as the basis of accountability. The subjective fault of the plat-
form needs to be identified as a clear and traceable accountability point, which can be set by the algorithm evaluation
system and fixed in advance by the algorithm record system. Afterwards, the platform can be required to make algorith-
mic explanation according to the record. In the setting of the legal responsibility of the platform algorithm, the fault of
its own design is imputed as the substantive responsibility, and the platform providing false record and explanation
bears the responsibility of untrue explanation.

Key words: algorithm; platform regulation; subjective fault; algorithm filing; algorithm explanation; algorithm

accountability
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