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""North—South Gap'': Fact, Cause and Policy Response of China’s Regional
Development Pattern Evolution
Yang Minghong Ju Dong Tu Kaijun

Abstract : Using provincial panel data from 2000 to 2019, this paper focuses on the characteristics of the eco-
nomic gap between the north and the south in the evolution of China’s regional development pattern and adopts a com-
bination of empirical analysis and comparative analysis to conduct research From the perspective of regional economic
growth kinetic energy, this paper observes the economic gap between the north and the south from the total dimension
and average dimension and finds the detailed characterization of the economic gap between the north and the south.
This paper finds out that the essence lies in the differences in policy environment, business environment, cultural envi-
ronment, industrial carrier, investment carrier and scientific and technological carrier in the north and the south. This
paper points out that the "north—south gap" will become an important problem in the coordinated development of Chi-
na’s regional economy, analyzes the impact of this problem on China’s current regional policies from the perspective
of the transformation of new and old kinetic energy, and puts forward the key links that must be grasped in the next
policy implementation and the basic ideas of policy adjustment.

Key words: regional development pattern; north—south gap; kinetic energy conversion
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