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Has the Policy of Cross—border E—commerce Comprehensive Experi-
mental Zone Promoted the Upgrading of Residents” Consumption?

Empirical Test Based on Difference—in—Difference Method

Tang Hongtao  Cheng Kai

Abstract : Establishing cross—border e—commerce comprehensive experimental zone is an important measure to
promote the high—quality development of foreign trade, which is conducive to promoting the return of consumption and
further promoting the upgrading of residents” consumption. Using the quasi—natural experiment of China’s cross—bor-
der e—commerce comprehensive experimental zone policy and the panel data from 36 large and medium-sized cities
in China from 2012 to 2018, the paper systematically evaluated the impact of the cross—border e-—commerce compre-
hensive experimental zone policy on consumption and examined the impact mechanism. The study found that: The
cross—border e—commerce comprehensive experimental zone policy has a significant positive impact on consumption
upgrade; from the perspective of heterogeneity, the policy of the central and western regions cross—border e—com-
merce comprehensive experimental zone has a significant positive impact on consumption upgrading, and the policy ef-
fect is significant, while the policy effect in the eastern region is not significant; the analysis of the impact mechanism
shows that the cross—border e—commerce comprehensive experimental zone policy releases potential consumption de-
mand and promotes consumption upgrading through direct and indirect paths, such as increasing information construc-
tion, deepening the level of government macro—control, increasing residents” disposable income and enhancing region-
al economic development. Therefore, China should further promote the experimental scope of the cross—border e-com-
merce comprehensive experimental zone to provide reproducible and extendable experience for promoting cross—bor-
der e-commerce and cross—border consumption.

Key words: cross—border e—commerce comprehensive experimental zone; consumption upgrade; difference in

difference
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