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A Preliminary Study of the '"Funeral Diplomacy'' between China and
Japan around the Death of Emperor Meiji

Xu Longsheng

Abstract: In 1912, the Provisional Government of the Republic of China was established. Getting the recognition
of foreign countries as soon as possible has become a priority issue in the diplomatic work of the Republic of China
government, and Japan has played an important role in this issue. In July of the same year, Emperor Meiji of Japan
died of illness. The central and local governments of the Republic of China sent condolences to the Japanese diplomatic
missions in China. At the same time, the central government also hopes to send official representatives to Japan to
express condolences, with the intention of expanding the diplomatic influence of the Republic of China by means of
the stage of "funeral diplomacy". Since Japan had not formally recognized the Republic of China government at that
time, the Japanese government conveyed relevant information to the Republic of China government in an informal way
and discouraged the plan of the Republic of China government to send representatives to Japan. On the other hand,
Japan also published articles in newspapers in China to appease the dissatisfaction of Chinese officials and people.
The "welcome" and "rejection" shown by China and Japan around the death of Emperor Meiji reflect the separation of
diplomatic means and diplomatic practice, as well as the opposition between the Republic of China government seeking
recognition from other countries and the Japanese government’s intention to expand its interests in China.

Key words: Republic of China; acquisition; Emperor Meiji; funeral diplomacy
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