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Monopoly Bloc in the Antarctic Affairs: Formation, Empirical Analysis and

China’s Countermeasures
Zhan Xia

Abstract: Within a particular mechanism, an interest group formed between countries with common interests

Deng Beixi

could enhance and amplify the institutional power and discourse advantage of a single country. There exists an inter-
est group holding a dominant position, namely the monopoly bloc in the Antarctic affairs. The bloc, composed of the
United States and the seven countries claiming Antarctic territorial sovereignty, urges the "sealing" of terrestrial and
marine resources in the Antarctic region. The fact of monopoly can be reflected in empirical evidence, i.e., the number
of Working Papers(WP)submitted by the monopoly bloc in the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings, the size of pro-
tected areas acquired by the monopoly bloc, as well as the number of inspections applied. This article aims to elabo-
rate the formation and development of the monopolistic situation in the Antarctic region at different stages since the
signing of the Antarctic Treaty, to conduct an empirical analysis on the status—quo of monopoly, to track the sources of
power of the monopoly bloc and its influences on the Antarctic affairs, and finally to propose feasible approaches for
China to avoid political isolation and increase influence in the Antarctic affairs.

Key words: Antarctic geopolitics; monopoly bloc; Antarctic Treaty system
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