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Rule and Commitment Analysis of Trade in Service Liberalization in RCEP

Meng Xia Sun Lu

Abstract: Service trade is one of the core areas of free trade agreements. The Regional Comprehensive Economic

Partnership(RCEP)has established rules related to service trade. Fifteen members of the RCEP have made commit-

ments in the form of market access positive and negative lists, which are higher than the existng market openness

levels of the Free Trade Agreements(FTA)among members. In addition to sector measures, all members have also set

out relevant conditions and restrictions for the temporary entry and stay of different categories of natural persons. In

the RCEP, China’s opening commitments of service trade have reached the highest level among the FTAs. The RCEP

integrates and up grades the existing FTA rules, while all members will remove restrictions and discriminatory

measures that affect service trade, enlarge market access, and increase the level of liberalization in service trade.

Key words: RCEP; service trade liberalization; market access
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