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"Michael'': A Pastoral?

Zhang Xuchun

Abstract: The question of "Michael"’s subtitle "a pastoral poem" has been puzzling western Wordsworth scholars for

ages. Based upon a critical survey of "Michael" studies, this paper argues that "Michael" is neither a georgic in the tradition-

al generic sense, nor a panegyric on English agrarian virtues, nor an elegy lamenting the disappearance of the English north-

ern statesmen, but a philosophical pastoral about death, loss, and metaphysical recompense. To be brief, Wordsworth is an

emotionally detached shepherd—poet who, with his unique aesthetic strategies, manages to organize reality—references of the

human suffering he witnessed into aesthetic and philosophical meditations, which, accordingly, afford the weeping reader the

"consolation of a cosmic unity", hence, the great "healing power" of Wordsworth’s poetry.
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Key words: "Michael"; philosophical pastoral; shepherd—poet; "cosmic unity"; "healing power"
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