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National Language Capacity Evaluation Indexes and Their Applications
Zhang Tianwei

Abstract: National language capacity is an integral component and important manifestation of a country’s comprehen-
sive national power. To evaluate the national language capacity of a country, this study proposes a three—level evaluation in-
dex system, developed with reference to objective data and a multi—index comprehensive evaluation approach. The evalua-
tion system consists of 5 first—level abilities, 12 second—level abilities, and 26 third—level specifications, whereby the first—
level indexes, including management ability, control ability, creation ability, development ability, and expansion ability, per-
form paramount roles. Using these indicators, the language capacities in various countries can be quantified and compared.
With further data analysis and verification concerning the system, this study reveals that the language capacity of a country
is closely related to its economic strength. The values of national language capacity in the individual countries over the world
form a pyramid structure, with the United States, China, and the United Kingdom occupying the top. Among the five first—
level indexes, the control ability, creation ability and expansion ability have greater impacts on the overall national language
capacity of a country. When it comes to the national language capacity of China, this paper proposes that efforts need to be
made in aspects such as language research, language education, language industry, and academic discourse in order to en-
hance its overall national language capacity.

Key words: national language capacity; language policy; index system; Principal Component Analysis (PCA) method
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