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Theoretical Exploration and Practical Experience of the Improving Community

Resilience in Ethnic Areas of China
Liu Jianwen

Abstract: Community resilience refers to the ability of communities to respond to various disasters and self~recovery
after disasters, and has an important function of disaster prevention and mitigation. In recent years, the field of international
disaster reduction has formed a broad concept of community resilience that transcends technical elements, including commu-
nity social capital, community identity, social organization, local knowledge, and individual resilience. Based on the theory
and practice of community resilience creation, community resilience is not only a technical issue, it should be embedded in
the local social and cultural context and a series of non—technical factors should be considered, so as to improve community
resilience more accurately and effectively. Therefore, my country’s ethnic areas should actively organize community activi-
ties to promote neighborhood relations and activate and consolidate social capital; cultivate and develop community mutual—
aid organizations and promote the revival of traditional non—governmental mutual-aid organizations ; re—examine and exca-
vate the knowledge of disaster prevention and mitigation contained in the traditional culture of ethnic minorities, and realize
the effective connection between the local knowledge system and modern disaster prevention technology ; make full use of in-
ternational resources to launch community disaster reduction training programs to enhance individual resilience.

Key words: disaster risk; community resilience; social capital; local knowledge
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