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Contract, Middleman and Rules: Action Logic of Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection
Song Junhua

Abstract: The intangible cultural heritage protection that emerged in the early 21st century shows its own ac-
tion logic in academic discussion and debate. First, the protection of intangible cultural heritage is essentially the
practice of human dealing with the relationship with others. The parties involved in the intangible cultural heritage
protection are the subject of intangible cultural heritage protection. So there are no subject—object conflict between
each other, but rather subject—subject co—existence. The inter—subjectivity of intangible cultural heritage protection is
realized through the conclusion and performance of contracts. Traditional spirit of endogenous contract has played an
important role in maintaining the inheritance of intangible cultural heritage in specific communities, But the spirit of
freedom, equality, mutual benefit and integrity will play a main role. Secondly, the protection of intangible cultural
heritage is a kind of cultural intervention, and the inheritance, production, consumption and protection of intangible
cultural heritage are all the manifestations of cultural intervention. Cultural intervention is fulfilled through intangible
cultural heritage experts as the intermediate people who coordinate different intangible cultural heritage intervention
forces. Finally, the implementation of the intangible cultural heritage contract and intervention must follow the ethics,
legal and scientific rules. Intangible cultural heritage ethics is the basic premise of establishing the intangible cultural
heritage contract and intermediary mechanism. Intangible cultural heritage science is an important way to cultivate
the spirit of intangible cultural heritage contract and intermediate people. Together, they ensure the friendship, legali-
ty and rationality of intangible cultural heritage protection.
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