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Controversies over the Mongolia Issue: The Differentiation of the Intelligentsia’s
Attitudes towards Soviet Russia in the 1920s
Bai Bing Liu Qian
Abstract : Mongolia issue gradually became a focus of the intelligentsia from the marginal perspective of public
opinion because of the delayed Sino—Russian negotiation. The reason why the intelligentsia showed different atti-
tudes towards Soviet Russia, such as "keeping friendship with Russia", "closeness to Russia", "alliance with Russia"
and "hostile to Russia", was that Soviet Russia’s intentions and measures towards Mongolia were the most sensitive
and intuitive factor. As the factions explained and debated over "national sovereignty", "world revolution" and "nation-
al self-determination" theory, Mongolia issue became highly revolutionary and political. In the special difficult time of
Sino—Russian negotiation, the game confrontation between revolutionary "national self-determination" and sovereign
conscious "state self—determination" made Mongolia issue rise from a diplomatic event to a political dispute and ex-
panding to academic fields, having a special influence on the construction and theoretical cognition of the relationship

between state, nation and revolution.

Key words: intelligentsia; Soviet Russia revolution; Mongolia issue; national self-determination
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