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Research on the Present Giving Activity in Song Dynasty Epistolary Letters:

Using the Famous Litterateurs of the Northern Song Dynasty as Examples
Fu Mei

Abstract: There are forty thousand epistolary letters in the Song Dynasty, containing rich history messages relat-
ed to politics, economy, culture, literature, art etc., which is a great treasure rich in research values. As a kind of
multi—function practical writing, these letters cannot be seen only as literature works. The Song Dynasty epistolary let-
ters contain lots of present giving activities, especially among the famous litterateurs. There are a large number of re-
cords of gifts exchanges in the Song dynasty’s epistolary books, especially in the northern Song Dynasty elites such as
Ouyang Xiu, Su Shi and Huang Tingjian’s letters. At least 20% of the letters involve material exchange, and half of
Huang Tingjian’s letters involve material exchanges. The phenomenon of gifting in the epistolary letters is obviously
worth paying attention to. At the same time, through the study of the relationship between these gifts in letters and let-
ter with gifts, we can further explore the real function and value of the letter exchanges and the related material gifts in
the social activities of Song people.

Key words: Song Dynasty; epistolary letters; gifting
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