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Muslim Merchants of Central Asia and

Evolution of the Multilateral Relations in the Qing Dynasty
Zhang Ke Zhao Zhen

Abstract: Muslim merchants in Central Asia(Huishang) had been mainly specialized in bulk commodities trans-
shipment in the trade routes of Central Asia since the 18th century. They were a group of businessmen who combined
geography and ethnic characteristics. Before the middle of the Qing Dynasty, with the evolution of geographical bilater-
al relations which based on the suzerain—vassal relationship, and the multilateral relations of the trade route network
evolution, especially the relationship between the Qing Dynasty and Russia, the Qing Dynasty took measures to man-
age rhubarb and tea sold by Muslim merchants for safeguarding national interests. The changes of policy had three
points: from tax preference to the prohibition of smuggling, strengthening management of contraband, and extending
the geographical scope of the prohibition of smuggling, which protected the legalized trade in Central Asia.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; Muslim Merchants in Central Asia(Huishang); Smuggling Trade; Multilateral Rela-

tions
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