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Study on the Sino—Russian Tea Road in the Qing Dynasty
Zhang Shu

Abstract: After the Silk Road, the long road transporting tea northward established an international commercial
channel from China to Russia in the Qing Dynasty. Most of the merchants who worked on the road were from Shanxi,
China. The rising tea business then was stimulated by the increased market demands, its high profitability, as well as
strong capital support from the merchants. With the signing of the treaty of Kyakhta in the early Qing Dynasty, the
trade between China and Russia gradually developed from the boarder of Kyajhta into inland Russia cities. It formed
the tea trade route from mainland China to the hinterland of Europe. With the growth of tea trading, merchants from
Shanxi developed effective business models based on market needs. The strategies included: to integrate well tea
production, purchasing, transportation and sales to establish high quality brands; to conduct retails with bank business
(initial form of bank, Piao Hao) side by side; to encourage employee’s loyalty by setting up employee shares. In so doing
the tea business along the tea road became very prosperous. But with the decline of the Qing Dynasty, tea businesses
were suppressed through unequal treaties between China and Russia and it finally faded. Nevertheless, to transport
tea from China to Russia still had important practical significance in connecting the cultural exchanges between Europe
and Asia, promoting the economic development of China Russia and Mongolia, also it contributed to the development
in rural to urban areas along the long tea road corridor.

Key words: the Qing Dynasty; Sino—Russian tea road; treaty of Kyakhta; Shanxi merchants
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