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The Medical System and the Protection of Body Rights in the Period of
the Republic of China
Chen Tingxiang

Abstract : Medical care was a kind of commercial activity during the period of The Republic of China. But due
to the fact that the interests of doctors and patients were not consistent, and the information between them was not sym-
metrical, so, the contradiction between doctors and patients emerged. In order to alleviate doctor—patient contradic-
tions, the government of The Republic of China formulated a series of medical systems to standardize the behavior of
doctors and pharmacists, attempting to ensure that patients” body rights and functions could be guaranteed as much as
possible after the patients” body was entrusted to doctors. However, because the system makers were unable to have a
complete understanding of all the information of the medical process, and the system could not be fully implemented,
doctor—patient contradiction was still very prominent. In history, it mainly depended on the professional ethics of doc-
tors to ensure the proper protection of patients” bodies. However, morality can only be applied to those who have moral-
ity, and there is no perfect solution to the comprehensive protection of patients” physical rights. Therefore, the ques-
tion of whether the medical treatment itself can be commercialized still needs to be discussed in depth.

Key words: body right; medical system; doctor—patient contradiction
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