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The Distinction of Personal Information Protection Principles:
Protection by Process and Protection as a Result
Cai Peiru

Abstract : The "protection by process" model and "protection as a result" model are instructive perspectives for
interpreting and understanding the principles of personal information protection in China. On the one hand, in terms
of the "protection by process" model, it is the data subject that dominates the information processing process, which is
based on the civil law method and supplemented by reinforcing rules and weakening rules. On the other, the "protec-
tion as a result" model requires the public law to limit the breath and depth of information processing, so as to prevent
over—exploitation of personal information, thereby protecting the individual’s personal dignity value or the national
and social interest. This model can be divided into social control and the state’s duty of protection theories. In legisla-
tive practice, these two models are not exclusive in effect. Under different information processing rules, they are com-
bined in corresponding manners, which reflects the symbiosis of the public and civil law for the protection of personal
information.
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