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The Legal Attributes and Definition of Sensitive Personal Information: Centered on the

First Paragraph of Article 28 of Personal Information Protection Law of PRC

Ning Yuan

Abstract: The sensitivity of sensitive personal information refers to the high responsiveness regulated by law,

which is measured by the risk of infringement of rights in the processing information. Its definition should take a dual

path of de—contextualization and contextualization. Its scope shall be defined by referring on the one hand to the de—

contextualized information content itself, and on the other hand to the external factors that constitute the elements of

the scene in the context, for the general personal information can be transformed into sensitive ones when it is contex-

tualized to produce strong instrumentality and unique identification.

Key words: sensitive personal information; risk dimensions; contextual segregation; contextual integration;

strong instrumentality; unique identification
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