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On the Relationship between Mao Zedong and Zhang Guotao during the Long March

Li Youxin Shen Junnan

Abstract: In the study on the Red Army’s Long March, the struggle between the Central Committee of the Com-

munist Party of China and Zhang Guotao after the confluence of the first and fourth front armies of the Red Army has

been attracting academic attention from time to time. In the book The Long March from the Historical Perspective, the

author, Xia Yuli, holds the view that Mao Zedong should bear the main responsibility for Zhang Guotao’s separatist

behavior, that Mao Zedong set a "trap" for Zhang Guotao to "compete for military power", and that the "secret telegram"

was the "political explanation" given by Mao Zedong. These views are very wrong and must be refuted.
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