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New Wave: Intergenerational Change and the Subcultural Turn of

Contemporary Youth in China
Zeng Yiguo

Abstract: Inspired by controversies over the intergenerational conflict triggered by the video "New Wave: A
Speech to The New Generation" posted on Bilibili, this paper argues that there are four kinds of cultural turn in con-
temporary Chinese youth subculture in the era of intergenerational revolution, which are the technology turn, value
turn, capital turn and aesthetic turn. The various youth subcultures that have emerged in China since the Reform and
Opening—up are essentially different from those in Europe and the United States in the 1960s. Furthermore, due to the
varying levels of urbanization and globalization across different regions in China, it is necessary to understand youth
subcultures in different time periods in a "multi-level negotiable relationship structure". This structure seeks to make
a breakthrough when developing the simple "resistance/incorporation" model in the youth subculture theory of Bir-
mingham school.

Key words: new wave; front wave; intergeneration change; youth subculture; reform and opening up; age of un-

certainty
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