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The Development of Medieval Church History Studies in Britain Since 20" Century:

On Data, Approaches and Scholars

Yang Shaojie Philippa Hoskin

Abstract: Since the 20" century, the study of the British medieval church history has achieved its own evolutionary
development in the continuation of history. During this period, benefiting from the compilation and publication of a large
number of medieval church archives and the convenience of accessing to the materials, British scholars constantly raised
new questions, which promoted the overall progress of the study of medieval church history. In the second half of the 20"cen-
tury, with the transformation of research paradigms, scholars have used interdisciplinary research approaches to conduct
more diversified investigations to the medieval church. In this process, the laity and grassroots church activities, related ma-
terial culture research, and researches on gender come to light, which greatly expanded the breadth and depth of the re-
search. In addition, as an inexhaustible driving force for the development of this field, the research center in Oxbridge have
always maintained their original academic aspirations, and have silently adhered to the construction of research systems and
personnel training, and have maintained the vigor and vitality of this field through academic inheritance.

Key words: since 20" century; medieval church history in Britain; development of materials; research approaches; ac-

ademic inheritance
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