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An Investigation of the Original Oral Version of Mao Zedong’s
""Speech at Yan ‘an Literature and Art Symposium"'

Li Hui Gao Rui

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s "Speech at Yan an Literature and Art Symposium" is a classic text of Marxist literature
and art theory in Yan‘an period. Transformed from oral speech into a written text, with many times revisions, it has
formed several different versions. But in the study of the different versions, researchers have ignored the study of the
original oral version of "Speech". Through the literature of the Yan’an Period and the writers” diaries and memoirs of the
symposium, we can find that the "Introduction" of Mao Zedong’s original oral version of "Speech" actually put forward
six issues for the participants to discuss instead of the five ones in the published versions. Its content is not limited to
pure literary and artistic issues, but involves these issues in the political, military, and economic contexts of the
Shaanxi—Gansu—Ningxia Border Region during the Yan’an Period. Moreover, the oral version shows the relaxed and
harmonious on—site interactions with the participants. Although its "conclusion" is not as rigorous in language and
tight in logic as in the published versions, it is quite lively and interesting, and has a strong sense of presence. The
transformation of "Speech" from an oral one into a published text not only means the changes in language form and
meaning, and changes in the historical scene, but also presents the dynamic development track of Mao Zedong’s literary
and artistic thought. Examining the original oral version of "Speech" helps to present the historical live picture of
Yan“an Literature and Art Symposium.

Key words: Yan’an period; Mao Zedong; "Speech at Yan ‘an Literature and Art Symposium"; memoirs; oral history
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