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On the Social Stratification Research Driven by Theory and Data
Liang Yucheng Jia Xiaoshuang

Abstract: The theories and methods of previous social stratification research can be summarized into two para-
digms: theory—driven research and data—driven research. Comparison and review of these two paradigms revealed that
both of them have inevitable limitations. Thus, a framework that combines the advantages of these two paradigms is
proposed, which is called theory—and—data—driven social stratification research framework. To define social classes,
this framework regards social class as subgroups gathered in a high—dimensional social space composed of nominal
and graduated parameters, and constructs the space of social class using dimensions which are selected from the criteria
proposed by the social stratification theories, and uses machine learning algorithms to identify the subgroups in this
space. When using this framework to identify the social classes of samples from CGSS 2017, it’s found that this frame-
work can not only distinguish social classes that have high consistencies and clear boundaries, but also accurately
identify subgroups with inconsistent status which have not yet formed a social class. In addition, it is found that:
(1) Chinese society can be stratified into three social classes which can be graded into high, medium or low level on
economy, prestige, culture and other feature dimensions;(2) Using as many dimensions as possible is not necessary,
the most useful criterion for social stratification is Danweli, followed by ISEL

Key words: social stratification; theory—driven; data—driven; machine learning; space of social class; measure-

ment of social class
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