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Memory, Language and Death: the Criticism on The Missing Person

Song Lingling

Abstract: The key to understanding of The Missing Person is going into the details of the book with issues of memory,

language and death. The fiction’s main protagonist Karl lost his own identity due to the deprivation of memory, and unsuited

for life in society because of language useless. Death is the inevitable end to each individual apart from Karl. In the end, a

person who is without past, present and future descends to the missing person. Kafka revels the dilemma of human being in

modern society and carries the burden of the trauma of Jewish people in history according to focus on the missing state of in-

dividual.
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