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Quantitative Reconstruction and Analysis of Inter—Provincial Relief Grain Distribution

after Disasters in Zhili Province in the Mid—Qing Dynasty
Xiao Lingbo

Abstract: Based on historical documents, the records of inter—provincial relief grain distribution organized by
the Qing court after disasters in Zhili province in the mid—Qing Dynasty(1723-1850)this essay reconstructs the quantity
of annual relief grain. Compared with the intensity of flood and drought disasters in the same period, the overall trend
of governmental disaster relief intensity reflected by the time series and the spatial-temporal characteristics of relief
grain distribution are analyzed. Furthermore, factors influencing distribution are discussed. The results show that relief
grain distribution was not yet a regular relief measure in the Yongzheng Period. In the Qianlong Period, it was carried
out on a regular basis and reached its peak. During Jiaqing and Daoguang Periods, it declined significantly. Most of
relief grain distribution ocurred in the middle of Zhili Province which was relatively close to the capital, however, the
south was often ignored. When relief efforts were thriving, grain distribution played an irreplaceable role in famine
recovery in Zhili Province. Impacted by a series of factors, such as the emperor’s will, disaster intensity, local condi-
tions, storage facilities, famine relief efficiency, to some extent the evolution process of relief efforts was also a minia-
ture of the rise and fall of the Qing Dynasty. This historical experience and lessons can also be used as a reference for
current disaster prevention practice.

Key words: Mid-Qing Dynasty; Zhili Province; relief grain distribution; famine relief; spatial-temporal charac-

teristics
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