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Squeezed Existence: A Study on Chinese People as Subjects of a Nation not Entitled
by Treaty in Japan from 1858 to 1871
Lii Pinjing

Abstract: In 1858, the treaty system centered on Japan was basically formed, while the Chinese in Japan became
the subjects of a nation not entitled by Treaty until the signing of the Sino—Japanese Friendship and Trade Treaty in
1871. The Chinese either became servants by engaging in trade in the name of European and American business
house or became their servants in order to obtain legal right of residency and trading. The practical dilemma faced by
Chinese people was the heavy restrictions and the consultations on their administrative authority between Japan and
the West as the embarrassing status at that time. As subjects of a nation not entitled by Treaty, Chinese were caught
between the Japanese and the westerners. The study on the status and predicament of Chinese people during that period
not only reflects the respective ideas of Japan and the western countries under the treaty system, but also provides a
basic clue for further study of modern Sino—Japanese relations.

Key words: subjects of a nation not entitled by Treaty; the Chinese in Japan; the status and predicament; admin-

istrative authority
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