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Digital Compensation:
A Study on Smartphones and the Emotional Socialization of Left—behind Children

Wang Qinghua Zheng Xin

Abstract: Media is the channel of emotional circulation and the social space that shapes emotional culture. In
the media environment constructed by smart phones, the impact of left—behind children’s digital practice on their emo-
tional socialization needs urgent attention. Based on a field investigation in Anhui, Jiangsu province and other places,
this article explores the construction of smart phones” emotional compensation mechanism for lefti—behind children. Tt
analyzes the limitations of such compensation and the new predicament of left—behind children’s emotional develop-
ment. The study finds that the lack of family atmosphere, emotional education and interaction constitutes the original
emotional dilemma, which is also the endogenous driving force that promotes them to migrate to the digital world and
seek emotional compensation. Smartphones provide indirect compensation, alternative compensation, and displace-
ment compensation for left—behind children from the dimensions of connecting intermediaries, network culture, and
social capital."Digital compensation" makes it possible to socialize emotions in virtual situations. However, the degree
of digital compensation is limited."Insufficient compensation" makes it difficult to recreate the attachment emotions
that arise in parent—child companionship in the virtual field. The phenomenon of "alienated compensation" such as a
stronger sense of deprivation and virtualized emotional capacity is derived.

Key words : Smart phones; Left=behind children; Emotional socialization; Digital compensation
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