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Has the Comprehensive Medical Reform Pilot Alleviated the Problems of
the Accessibility and Affordability of Health Care?

Wang Chaocai Zha Ziyan

Abstract: This paper constructs an evaluation system for the accessibility and affordability of health care under
the framework of universal health coverage. On this basis, the comprehensive medical reform is taken as a quasi—natural
experiment to explore the effect of the comprehensive medical reform using the difference—in—difference method. The
study shows that, on the one hand, the comprehensive medical reform pilot has effectively alleviated the problem of
the accessibility of health care. The pilot reform has expanded the number of general practitioners and improved the
accessibility of primary medical and health services, but the efficiency of primary services needs to be further improved.
On the other hand, the comprehensive medical reform pilot has effectively alleviated the problem of the affordability of
health care. The pilot reform has reduced the proportion of total health expenditure, the per capita medical expenses
and the proportion of medical expenses in outpatient clinics. It has increased the cost of outpatient and inpatient medical
services. However, it has also produced unexpected policy impacts and increased outpatient examination costs. Expan-
sion analysis shows that a higher proportion of financial compensation rate and medical insurance coverage rate may
help achieve the reform goal of reducing expenses and increasing efficiency. This study provides useful policy enlight-
enment for continuing to deepen medical reform and achieving universal health coverage.

Key words : comprehensive medical reform pilot; financial compensation; difference—in—difference
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	综合医改试点缓解了“看病难”和“看病贵”问题吗？

