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Affect, Value and Behavior:

Three Orientations and Scale Development of Patriotic Attitude

Zou Jianping  Xiao Tangbiao

Abstract : Patriotism plays an essential role in modern politics, which is widely concerned as an important psy-
chological mechanism in multi—ethnic countries” socio—political integration and unity. From the perspective of politi-
cal psychology, patriotism is a positive political attitude towards the country who belongs to. It includes three orienta-
tions: affective attitude, value—expressive attitude and behavioral attitude. The affective orientation emphasizes the in-
dividual’s emotional identification towards the country. The value—expressive orientation emphasizes the value orienta-
tion in individual’s loyalty to the country. And the behavioral orientation reflects the individual’s intention to perform
positive behavior for the good of the country. Based on such framework, the study designed a scale for measuring patri-
otism, and tested it using survey data in item analysis, reliability analysis, exploratory factor analysis and confirmatory
factor analysis. Eventually, the study developed a scale for measuring patriotism which is applicable to Chinese soci-
ety investigation and international academic communication.

Key words : patriotism; political attitude; orientations of patriotic attitude; scale for measuring patriotic attitude
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