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Leviathan: A Metaphor of the Modern Legal Unity
Wang Dong

Abstract: Modern rule of law takes the value of rights as the inner moral core, and the technology of procedure
as the external normative representation. There are inherent logical relations between procedural rule of law and natural
rights. Hobbes’s natural right theory stresses the hardships and hard work of the individual, maintaining that equal
individuals are the ultimate judge of self—preservation, and advocates the political idea that "agreement takes prece-
dence over wisdom" and that Leviathan as the legal union must respect the inalienable rights of man. The natural
rights of individuals should be the only resource of public authority, while the aim of civil association is to resolve con-
flicts over natural rights among equal subjects through neutral legal procedures to realize the rational and peaceful
constitutional integration of multiplex interests, which is different from the "best regime" aimed to perfect human virtue,
and also different from the state "united by cause" aimed to achieve specific collective goals. Therefore, the modern
legal union of Leviathan as a metaphor is the unity of legal form and natural rights. The legal procedure of formal "value
neutrality" actually contains profound value of rights, and the philosophical basis of procedural rule of law is the theory
of natural rights.

Key words: leviathan; metaphor; procedural rule of law; natural right
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