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The Use of Du Fu’s Self-annotations in Annotations of Du’s Poems in the Song Dynasty
Ma Xu

Abstract: Although Song Ben Dugongbu Ji mainly contains Du Fu’s poems, there are also some annotations,
most of which are verified to be self-annotated by Du Fu. The annotations of Du Fu’s poems in the Song Dynasty have
transformed and utilized these self-annotations in the following way: the time, place, reason and other annotations be-
low the poem titles are directly excerpted as they are taken as the most authoritative interpretation of Du’s poems by
the Song people, and marked as "Self—Notes" or "Du’s Self—Notes". The annotations of Du’s poems in the Song Dynas-
ty see Du’s self—annotations in the name of other annotators, to cater to thousands of commentaries on Du’s poems.
Due to its tight connection with the title of the poem, Song people expanded or incorporated the self-note into the title
of the poem. All the above transformations show that Du’s self-annotation is an important reference for the Song peo-
ple and even Qing people to annotate Du’s poems. By analyzing the application and transformation of Du’s self—anno-
tation in the annotations of Du’s poems in the Song Dynasty, the development of Du Fu’s self-annotations and the
characteristics of the annotations of Du’s Poems in the Song Dynasty can be perceived.

Key words: Du Fu’s poems; self—annotations; annotations of Du’s poems in the Song Dynasty
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