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Natural Selection and Its Application to Human Beings:
The Debates between Darwin and Wallace

Liu Huajun

Abstract: Wallace denied that natural selection could be applied to human beings, but Darwin approved of and
defended it. Wallace denied that variation was difference between individuals, and that the variation in domesticated
state was consistent with that in wild state, which Darwin believed. Natural selection had two kinds of forms., one being
the struggle for survival while the other being the choice of favorable variation. Wallace claimed that the theory of
natural selection had two foundations, namely integration and dependence, which failed when applied to human beings.
Instinct and rudiment were two auxiliary hypotheses for demonstration of natural selection in Darwin’s On the Origin
of Species and The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex. Wallace claimed that instinct was just a working
hypothesis and couldn’t be the basis of argument and it was not proper to use rudiment to explain human intelligence
fitted to natural selection. Wallace had given three examples: mind, hands and feet as well as exposed human skin, to
further demonstrate natural selection was not applicable to human beings. He adopted three approaches to point out
the defects of Darwin’s argumentation.

Key words: natural selection; the descent of man; Darwin; Wallace
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