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The Xing Shu Lv(1745/) and the Operation of Government in the Qin and Han Empires
Yan Xiaojun

Abstract: In order to ensure the normal and efficient operation of the government, Qin and Han Empires had
established a relatively complete system of postal service. First of all, the Qin and Han Imperial Courts as highly
centralized governments developed a system for administrating official documents. The political need for smooth postal
delivery of government orders was the premise of the establishment of the efficient postal system. Meanwhile, develop-
ment of road traffic system had set the foundation for postal system. Secondly, the postal road in Qin and Han Dynasties
took the capital as the core and connected various regions and borders like a network. Prefectures and counties
had corresponding institutions and were equipped with sufficient postmen. The ways of mailing were diverse and the
distance between stations was reasonable. Thirdly, The Xing Shu Lv(4T 4 ##), or, Regulations on Delivering Official
Documents, stipulated the type, speed, handover procedures and confidentiality measures of mailing, which ensured
the efficiency, speed and safety of the postal system. Finally, the excellent postal system gave birth to the supervisory
function of Duyou("§-#[), and the function of providing accommodation, transportation for officials on business trips.

Key words: Postal System; Duyou("E-#[t); Mail Route; Xing Shu Lyv(47 45 4%); Chuan Shi Lv(# £4%)
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