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""We Are All Da Gong Ren'':

Identity and Discourse Construction of Young Workers in the New Era

Xie Rong

Abstract: As an internet catchword, the structural and cultural meaning of "Da Gong Ren" is worth pondering.
As a language text, it has reflected the working situation of young workers in the labor market: the sense of restraint
under the employment work system and the lacking of labor autonomy in the management system. The communication
process of "Da Gong Ren" has unified the "resistance" and the "belonging" into a "consultative identity", and com-
pleted the reconstruction of self-identity in some positive attitude. In a deeper sense, the understanding and the appli-
cation of the "Da Gong Ren" not only promotes the reproduction of the identity of young workers, but also theoretically
presents the subjectivity and the role of discourse construction in the dynamic generation of working—class entities.
"Da Gong Ren" is a product of the interaction between the concept of "working class" and current social situation. By
constructing and clarifying the identity of young workers, we have complemented and expanded the old discourse sys-
tem and given new connotation to labor, work and workers.
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