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International Comparative Lesson—Drawing for

Advancing Housing Adaptation for the Elderly in China

Zhou Wusi  Chen Sheying

Abstract: Housing adaptation(or home modification)is a key element of ageing in place, which has become a
type of national strategy in response to demographic changes in various countries. Since the Chinese Law on the Pro-
tection of the Rights and Interests of the Elderly(1996)was revised in 2013 to highlight housing adaptation for older
people, local governments started taking measures to improve older people’s living environment. Yet, due to fragment-
ed accountabilities and complicated adaptation processes, the provision of housing adaptation was not as efficient and
effective as desired. By contrast, many developed counties with an earlier entry in the ageing society have provided
housing adaptation for older people under various welfare systems for years and made certain progress. This article
chose Japan, Sweden, and the United States as three typical examples for international comparative lesson—drawing.
Such advanced experiences should help China to improve the home adaptation process as well as its social welfare sys-
tem to meet the rising needs in a rapidly ageing society.

Key words: housing adaptations; home modifications; aging in place; age—friendly environment; international

comparative study; elderly care in China
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