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The Taiwan Question: The Formation and Evolution of a Concept
Xiang Wenhui

Abstract : The term "the Taiwan question" was first coined by Peter Parker, the US diplomatic representative to
China in 1857. The concept has undergone semantic narrowing, coming eventually to stand for the issues about recov-
ering Taiwan. The formation of the concept is marked by the 1949 split between China’s mainland and Taiwan region
after the defeat of Guomindang, as well as the intervention of the United States. Subsequently, this concept spread
from the official use to the society and academia, which amounts to a gradual "popularization". Not only does the no-
tion affect people’s perception, but it also has gained new meanings, concurrent with other notions such as "the Taihai
problem","cross—Straits", and "relations across the Straits", etc. The evolution of the concept reflects the historical
process of advancing the peaceful development of cross—Straits relations and national reunification.

Key words: the Taiwan question; formation of the concept; Chinese perception; evolution of meaning
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