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N

A Review on Government Attention Distribution:
Theoretical Basis, Current Situation and Prospects

Sun Baiying, Zhou Baomin

[Abstract] Information overload makes attention distribution a core of decision-making re-
search. In general, relevant results in the fields of psychology, organization science, and policy sci-
ence constitute the three pillars of the government attention distribution research, which respective-
ly play the role of micro-foundation, evolutionary context, and framework support. However, the
current research on government attention distribution has the problems of a late start, lack of theo-
ry, and fragmentation. Sorting out the existing knowledge is the key to improving the research of
current problems. Understanding the current studies of government attention distribution can start
from the three levels of policy, organization, and individual, forming three corresponding subjects:
policy analysis centered on attention distribution, the attention competition in organizational behav-
ior, and the politicians’ decision-making mechanism based on attention distribution. In order to pro-
mote the systematic development of government attention distribution theory, future research can
be conducted on three aspects: building a localized theoretical analysis framework, advancing the inter-
connection of various levels of research, and exploring the optimizing strategies for attention distribution.

[Key words] Government Attention Distribution, Policy Analysis, Attention Competition,

Politicians’ Decision-making Mechanism
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