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The Doctoral Dissertation as a Political Text of Marx

Lu Kejian

Abstract: Marx’s Doctoral Dissertation is not a philosophical text, but a political text. Marx’s writing of his Doctoral

Dissertation aims to help Bauer to create a critical philosophy(the first stage), specifically to carry out political struggle

through the critique of religion. Based on the modern civil society, Marx constructed Epicurus’s philosophy of nature, and

criticized the superstition through the investigation of "Meteors". The critique of religion in Marx’s Doctoral Dissertation and

that in Feuerbach’s The Essence of Christianity have different approaches but equally effects.

Key words: doctoral dissertation; political text; the critique of religion; civil society
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