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Forecasting Negative Population Growth and Population Ageing in China

Chen Wei

Abstract ; China’s population is experiencing an unprecedented transition. This paper prepares China’s population
projections over the next 80 years according to the 2020 population census based on three scenarios. Projection results
suggest that the negative population growth arrives earlier and that the peak population is lower than previously expec-
ted, and that population ageing is faster than previously forecasted. China’s peak population appeared in 2021 and its
negative population growth begins historically in 2022 ,which would experience increasingly faster stages to the end of
this century. The rapid demographic transition and sustained very low fertility inevitably determine the irreversible trend
in population decline and ageing,which will be proceeding in parallel and mutually reinforcing. China will have one of
the fastest negatively growing and ageing populations in the world. The severity of the rapid population shrinkage in the
future needs to be recognized just as fully as that of the rapid population expansion several decades ago. In addition, it
is necessary te carryout institutional innovations in pepulation, economy and society to adapt to_and cope with the nega-
tive population growth and aging,and promote the coordinated development of population,economy and society.

Key words: negative population growth; population ageing; total fertility rate; working — age population;
dependency ratio
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