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Narrative Elements and Changes of Chinese Dance Drama and Theatre
Mu Yu

Abstract: In terms of the "narrative(narratology+event)" of dance drama, the narrative behavior is as important as the
content. The narrative "event" of western modern dance, contemporary ballet and Tanztheater has changed from "event of re-
alistic behavior" to "event of psychology". The narrative elements of Chinese dance drama and theatre should base on the
overall framework of "Drama and Theater—Narrative theory and Narratology", and in combination with the Chinese cultural
context and the evolution of modern dance, contemporary ballet and Tanztheater in the world. Through the discussion on the
code encoding of narrative "situatedness", "structure" and "body discourse", it highlights the differences of coding rules be-
tween traditional Chinese dance drama and Chinese modern, contemporary dance drama and theater. In the "motivation
(mechanism)" of situatedness construction, traditional dance drama takes "plot" as the core of "event", while Chinese mod-
ern dance drama takes "character psychological relationship" as the purport, and contemporary dance drama and theater
takes "motivation discussion"(concept)as the implication. Contemporary dance drama and theater pays more attention to the
interactivity of narrative, and it can also be regarded as the "cognitive narratology". Whether body discourse is limited to a
dance style, the difference in the proportion of "reproducibility" or "expressiveness", the configuration of single movement
and movement connection in dance sequences, and the composition of style rhythm(space—time), dynamics(force), composi-
tion(plane)and blocking(multi— dimensional)are the keys of narrative aesthetic positioning. Overall, contemporary Chinese
dance drama and theatre is the coexistence of traditional Chinese dance drama and contemporary Chinese dance drama and
theatre. The code narrative characteristics of modern and contemporary Chinese dance drama and theater have changed from
"realistic pantomime" to "ontological metaphor" and "cross—media metaphor". It should be pointed out that "classic" narra-
tology techniques such as emotional narrative and plot narrative have also been inherited and reborn in contemporary dance
drama and theater.

Key words: Chinese dance drama and theatre; narrative elements; code; situatedness; structure; body discourse
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