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Rethinking Historical Records of the Confucius Family in the Context of Gongyang School
Jiang Peng

Abstract : There have always been many scholars who have questioned and maintained the rationality of Histori-
cal Records of the Confucius Family. The basic connotation of "The family inheritance of the Duke and Marquis" as
the "Family" is an important obstacle to interfere with our correct understanding of Confucius Family. The key to solv-
ing this problem is to improve the understanding that Historical Records is a text deeply influenced by Classics. Since
the end of the Ming and early Qing dynasties, there have been many interpreters probing on the writing intentions of
Confucius Family from the perspective of Spring and Autumn, but they are not systematic. This article intends to fur-
ther point out on the basis of previous studies that in Historical Records, the image of Confucius, who has excellent
value due to Spring and Autumn, mainly comes from the Gongyang School taught by Dong Zhongshu. Only through the
Spring and Autumn view of Historical Records can we better understand the Confucius view of Historical Records. His-
torical Records of the Confucius Family is not a simple historical biography. It forms an organic combination with Chen
She’s Family to jointly take the task of explaining the trajectory of historical changes. The description of this historical
changes is echoed by the political philosophy built by the Western Han confucian schools represented by Gongyang
School. After the Tang Dynasty, Gongyang school fell into decline. Scholars began to question the rationality of Confu-
cius Family and Chen She’s Family, because they began to use pure historical thinking, rather than Classics thinking
to understand Historical Records.

Key words: Sima Qian; Historical Records of the Confucius Family; Gongyang School; Dong Zhongshu
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