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China’s Developing Country Status in the Context of Development Cooperation:
Debate, Implication and Response

Guo Yu

Abstract: The debate on China’s status as a developing country gradually spread from the economic and trade
fields to the development cooperation field at the beginning of the 21st century, which can be seen in the transformation
of China’s identity in the development cooperation sector and the shift of US and European countries” attitudes toward
China’s foreign aid. The debate is the result of multiple factors, which brings great influence and challenge to China’s
foreign aid and international development cooperation. For a period of time from now on, China will remain the largest
developing country in the world and its foreign aid still features mutual assistance under the framework of South—
South cooperation. On the premise of adhering to its position as a developing country and principles of South—South
cooperation, China should take the initiative to shoulder the corresponding responsibility as a major power, steadily
increase the scale of its assistance to foreign countries and make preparations for the construction of theories and
narratives of international development cooperation.

Key words : developing country status; developed country; high—income country; foreign aid
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