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Plague of Justinian: The Epidemic in the Western Mediterranean and

Christian Historiographies of Early Medieval Western Europe

KANG Kai

Abstract: The present paper, extending the conventional study focusing on the epidemic of the Eastern Mediter-

ranean to that of the Western Mediterranean, digs into records prepared by Paul the Deacon, Gregory of Tours and

Bede who lived in ltaly, Gaul and Britain respectively and tries to showcase how the narratives on the Justinianic

plague in early medieval Western European Christian historiography matter to the study of history of epidemics.
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