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Outline of China’s National Unification
Zhou Yezhong Duan Lei

Abstract : Exploring a theoretical solution to the issue of national unification is a major and urgent task for us to
firmly grasp the initiative in the process of national unification and to form an overall strategy for resolving the Taiwan
question in the New Era. Therefore, such issues should be reviewed, as the nature of China’s national unification, the
process of unification and the unification system of the overall strategy. The "theory of the nature of unification" solves
the problem of "what kind of unification should be achieved", and on the basis of forming a "three—element analysis
framework" that combines sovereignty, political power, and identity. It is proposed that China’s unification should in-
clude three aspects: safeguarding sovereignty and territorial integrity, resolving political power antagonisms, and elimi-
nating identity conflicts. The "theory of the process of unification" solves the problem of "how to achieve unification",
and on the basis of a static description of the state of unification and dynamic planning of the path of unification, it is
proposed that China should promote the process of unification in accordance with the steps of first resolving political
antagonisms and then dealing with identity conflicts. The "theory of the system of unification" solves the problem of
"by what kind of system unification is achieved and guaranteed", and on the basis of forming a theoretical analysis of
the representation and response to the system of national unification, it is proposed that China can resolve institutional
conflicts through "absorption" or "substitution", guarantee the unity of political power with the legal mechanism of
anti—secession, dissolve the identity conflict with the identity cohesion and shaping mechanism, and thus ensure the
long—term peace and stability of the country after unification.

Key words: national unification; nature of unification; process of unification; system of unification; the Taiwan

question; cross—Straits relations
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