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Spinoza’s Critique and Refutation of Descartes

Sun Guanchen

Abstract: In the transition of early modern philosophy to German idealism, Spinoza’s criticism and refutation of
Descartes are very important in the following aspects: (1)Descartes” spiritual substance "ego" was dispelled by Spino-
za’s distinction of substantia, attributus and modus, which opened the way for the study of subjectivity by Kant and
German idealism. (2)Spinoza’s pantheism of "God is nature" has eliminated the remnants of Descartes” Christian "tran-
scendent God", and holds that our supreme good is the knowledge of the union which the mind has with the whole of
nature. Spinoza unites true happiness, perfection and love for God, which has opened the way for the German idealist
claim that reason is the unity of freedom and necessity. (3)Descartes believes that the mind cannot completely control
the passions, while Spinoza overcomes the emotions through the understanding of human reason and is committed to
seeking the methodology to improve human intellect. Spinoza’s criticism and refutation of Descartes not only further
consolidates the principle of rationality, but also lays the foundation for a series of propositions of German idealism
such as the unity of being and thought, substance as subject, ete.

Key words : pantheism; dualism of body and mind; the will; reason; passion
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