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Knotty Origins: Natural and Social Factors of the Cholera Epidemic from 1820 to 1911

Shan Li

Abstract: In perspective of month distribution of historical cholera epidemic, the regional temperature affects

the spread of cholera greatly, especially in the solar calendar of August with peak values not only in the number of

deaths but also in its spatial distribution. It is indicated by China’s cholera pandemic quantitative analysis of wet and

dry conditions that drought, rather than flood, is more likely to induce cholera. Climate anomalies exert a great influ-

ence on the cholera epidemic and contribute greatly to the cholera epidemic from the original place, the Ganges Delta,

to worldwide areas in Jia—qing and Dao—guang periods of the Qing dynasty. The diet habit and living condition of people

during the Qing dynasty are the structural factors of cholera epidemic because cholera epidemic depends not only on

human’s susceptibility to the extent of its exposure, but also depends on the social environment of their everyday living

habits. Hence, multiple factors leading to the Cholera epidemic, especially the social ones, should be fully considered.
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